



































































































































































































































Implementation depends on many factors:

O Education
(J Training
(3 The commitment of local loggers, forest managers and forest landowners
3 Contract specifications

O The effectiveness of local designation processes

O An effective monitoring and evaluation program

The benefits of such a cooperative effort include:

O The enhanced visual quality of state forestlands for recreational users
resulting in a healthy tourism economy.

2

O The consistent incorporation of visual quality BMPs into resource
management plans and approaches.

O The opportunity to successfully adopt visual quality guidelines . -
voluntarily, which will be much more economical than the costly process The enhanced visual quality of state

. forestlands for recreational users
of government regulation. results in a healthy tourism economy.

Photo courtesy of Minnesota
Department of Tourism
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Until the Classification Process Is Under Way...

A consistent statewide process to assist designated committees in each county

in determining classification levels will be established. Until then, and until
classifications for specific routes and areas are determined, forest managers
will continue to depend on their knowledge and experience to identify the likely
classifications for specific areas for which they are responsible. Based on their
determinations of which levels of sensitivity suit which sites, forest managers
should follow the sensitivity level guidelines in this document to the best

of their abilities.

Many of these guidelines are already being implemented by forest managers, and
it is anticipated that this informal implementation process will continue until
the proposed classification process is fully established.

Many of these guidelines are already
being implemented by forest managers
who recognize the need to balance
the activities of the tourism and
timber industries. Photo courtesy of
Minnesota Department of Tourism
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Minnesotans are concerned about the aesthetic quality of their forest areas, which are a great source of pride for our citizens. Photo
courtesy of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
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GLOSSARY

Access road: A temporary or permanent access route for over-the-road vehicles
into forestland.

Actual size: The real or existing extent or dimensions of an object or area.
Apparent size: The visible or evident dimensions of an object or area.
Alignment: The horizontal route or direction of an access road.

Best management ﬁractices EBMPS): A practice or combination of practices
determined to be the most etfective and practicable (including technological,
economic and institutional considerations) means of preventing or reducing
negative visual impacts of silvicultural activities.

Borrow pit: The area from which soil is removed to build up a road bed,
sometimes directly adjacent and parallel to a road.

Clear-cutting: A silvicultural harvest practice whereby most or all trees within
a given area are cut to promote regeneration.

Designated trail: A trail defined by Minnesota State Statute 85.015. —_ ’
Visual quality is a factor not only for

Harvesting: The felling, limbing, skidding, bucking, loading and transportation | J0s¢ in motorized vehicles, but also

for those who travel on foot. Photo
of forest products, roundwood or logs. courtesy of Itasca County Land

Department

76




Integrated resource management: Incorporating various disciplines to balance
competing demands on a natural system to maintain or enhance its health,
diversity, and cultural and aesthetic value.

Landing: A place where trees and logs are gathered in or near a harvest site
for further processing and transport.

Lopping: Cutting off branches, tops and small trees after felling, into lengths
such that the resultant slash will Iie close to the ground.

Plantation: A stand of trees that has been planted or direct seeded.
Regeneration: The renewal of a stand of trees by either natural or artificial means.

Revegetation: The re-establishment of vegetation on bare soil by natural
or artificial means.

Road: A publicly constructed and maintained state, county or township
right-of-way for motorized vehicles.

Scarification: Loosening topsoil, or breaking up the forest floor, in preparation
for regeneration by planting, direct seeding or natural seedfall.

Silviculture: The art and science of managing a forest.

Site preparation: Removal of unwanted vegetation and other material, followed
by cultivation as preparation for the planting or seeding of trees. Site preparation
may include removal of slash and other debris, removal or control of competing
vegetation, or exposure of bare soil.

Advance planning is recommended
as a proactive approach to visual
resource management. Photo courtesy
of Potlatch Corporation
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Slash: The residue left on the ground after felling, lopping, storm, fire, girdling
or poisoning. It includes nonmerchantable portions of trees, such as stumps,
broken branches, dead trees and other debris left on the ground.

Snag: A standing tree generally left for wildlife management purposes.

Spot treatment: Directing a specific treatment to a limited area, as in applying
a herbicide to a small clump of vegetation instead of an entire site, or scarifying
patches instead of an entire site.

Stand: A community, particularly of trees possessing sufficient uniformity
relating to composition, constitution, age, spatial arrangement or condition,
that is distinguishable from adjacent communities. Such a “distinguishable
community” 1s considered a silvicultural or management entity.

Stump: The woody base of a tree left in the ground after felling. Generally
not more than 12 inches in height.

Timber stand improvement (TSI): Silvicultural activities that improve the
composition, constitution, condition and increment of a timber stand.

Visual quality: A subjective measure of the impact that viewing an object,
landscape or activity has on a person’s perception of attractiveness.

Windrow: Slash, residue and debris raked together into piled rows.

Level 1 classifications may include
recreational lakes and rivers that
provide a high level of scenic
quality. Photo courtesy of Minnesota
Department of Tourism
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